
India is one of the oldest civilizations in the world, spanning a period of
more than 4000 years, with a kaleidoscopic variety and rich cultural
heritage. It has achieved all-round socio-economic progress since
Independence. As the 7th largest country in the world, India stands apart
from the rest of Asia, marked off as it is by mountains and the sea, which
give the country a distinct geographical entity. Bounded by the Great
Himalayas in the north, it stretches southwards and at the Tropic of Cancer,
tapers off into the Indian Ocean between the Bay of Bengal on the east and
theArabian Sea on the west.

Lying entirely in the northern hemisphere, the mainland extends between
latitudes 8° 4' and 37° 6' north, longitudes 68° 7' and 97° 25' east and
measures about 3,214 km from north to south between the extreme
latitudes and about 2,933 km from east to west between the extreme
longitudes. It has a land frontier of about 15,200 km. The total length of the
coastline of the mainland, Lakshadweep Islands and Andaman & Nicobar
Islands is 7,516.6 km.

The history of the nation gives a glimpse into the magnanimity of its
evolution - from a Country reeling under colonialism, to one of the leading
economies in the global scenario. More than anything, the nationalistic
fervour of the people is the contributing force behind the culmination of
such a development. This transformation of the nation instills a sense of
national pride in the heart of every Indian within theCountry and abroad.

For more details, you may visit https://knowindia.india.gov.in/profile/india-
at-a-glance.php
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